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It is my hope that by the time you 
receive this beacon report, that 
you will have experienced a   
wonderful Christmas celebration 
with your family and friends.  
Our celebration at St. James was 
most blessed especially with the 
renewed sanctuary and the joy 
that was felt in song and worship 
of our new born King.  Many 
cherish memories come alive in 
our minds when we approach this 
time of year.  We are made aware 
of Christ's love for us in a special 
way. 
 
In this coming New Year we are 
hopeful that the joy of the Lord 
in us will continue to grow and 
that God and God's things will 
take first place in our hearts.  Let 
us stay focused on the building of 
His Kingdom.  May we take    
advantage of every opportunity 
to share Christ's love for all of 
humanity.  To share the Gospel, 
preparation in prayer and study is 
key, so why not make it a point to 
join us for bible study every 
Wednesday afternoon at 3pm. 
 
 

As we get ready 
for our Annual 
Meeting this 
month, I would 
ask that all   
committee heads 
prepare their   
reports and get 
them to the office as soon as  
possible.  We will also be     
electing new vestry members and 
need to study their profiles before 
election time.  Please make sure 
if you intend to nominate     
someone from the floor that first 
you check to make sure the     
person desires to serve and that 
they are a member in good   
standing. 
 
In this issue of the beacon we 
will be sharing some before and 
after pictures of the sanctuary 
renovation that took place.  Some 
of the things we did was bring 
forth the Lord's table, so now not 
only do we have more room to 
work with, but it can be seen 
from the chapel and the steps up 
to the table are no longer a    
problem for our physically     
 

 

From the Rector’s Study  
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challenged parishioners.  They will be able 
to walk or drive right (mobile chair) up to 
the rail to receive communion.  
  
The choir is now where the table use to be 
and now they face forward enhancing their 
sound of music.  The pulpit is now on the 
Gospel side, there are four areas where 
wheel chairs can be comfortably placed out 
of the way of the center aisle.  And finally, 
the old rug is gone and the sanctuary is      
totally tiled.  I want to give thanks to the 
building committee, Jimmy the construction 
guy, Pam for coordinating all of the helpers 
that allowed us to move chairs, and church       
furnishings back and forth to the parish hall 
during those weeks we were in construction. 
I especially want to thank our dedicated     
parishioners who remembered St. James in 
their wills without which none of this work 
could have been done.  Please remember the 
church when preparing your last will and   
testament since we are unable to use any of 
the operating budget to do the work of     
construction.  There is so much more we 
want to do and only you can make this       
happen. 
 
As far as our budget for this year is          
concerned, we might have to cut back on 
some of our programs since we are dealing 
with a short fall in our pledge commitments.  
However God will see us through and so we 
will continue to go forth to the glory of His 
name.  Please pray for me and my family 
and I continue to do the same for all of you.  
Thank you for your faithfulness to God, and 
His Church.  May the peace of God be with 
you all this New Year.  Amen! 
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It may be     Jan-
uary 2011, in 
which you are 
reading my 
comments or 
late December, 
2010.  
  
In either case, I 

think we can all take a rearview glance at the 
events of our lives in this past year.  There 
are many things that causes concern.  There 
was the freeze we had at the start of 2010 
that lasted for a while.  Then the summer 
with some very hot days. Thankfully, there 
were no hurricanes.  Praise the Lord!   We 
surely are blessed.  The transformation in 
the sanctuary is outstanding.  We can all 
look with pride on what is being accom-
plished.   
 
In September, my wife had open heart     
surgery.  She is recovering very well with a 
certain degree of pain, but we understand 
this goes with the territory.  We are not      
independent of your prayers. 
 
I am wishing everyone a Christ centered   
future.  I keep reminding myself that I must 
keep the vows I have made to the Lord: 
                  Happy New Year! 

A message from your Sr. Warden   

Lee Sewell 



 

 

     THE DEACON’S BENCH 
         Betty and I wish everyone a happy and joyous 
Christmas season. I 
wanted to take a moment 
to tell you about the 
work the people of this 
parish have been doing. 
There is a wonderful 
Ministry of Care where a 
member of the team calls 
our shut-ins and other church members to check on 
their well being. Sometimes, it seems the last people 
to know of a problem, concern or even a hospital 
stay are those in the church office. This ministry 
helps me know when I need to make a visit to some-
one or to advise Father about a problem we have 
been told about. If anyone knows about a church 
member who is being hospitalized please let the    
office know. Too often we do not find out until the 
person is home. 
          Another Ministry of Care the church is        
involved with is a Feeding Ministry. We now have 
two feeding teams that cook for the Homeless      
Coalition. The needs of the homeless have only    
increased over last year. More and more people are 
being forced to live in the woods and in homeless 
camps. These people are God’s Saints too and they 
are saints who need our help. 
          The church has taken on two of the local food 
banks and is providing additional supplies to help in 
this time of need. With the help of St. Andrews, Bo-
ca Grande, we were able to give food and         sup-
plies to both the Homeless Coalition and C.H.A.P.S 
which is a local food bank that supplies the needs of 
HIV clients in the surrounding counties. We were 
able to help each of these organizations  with food 
and supplies almost every month this year.  
       The church was able to supply 80 turkeys for 
those families over the Thanksgiving and  Christmas 
holiday. 
        I want to thank you for making this possible. 
Without the generous gifts of time, talent and        
treasure these ministries would not be possible. I 
want you to know that your gifts are both wanted 
and needed by these families. But without your help 
they will not be able to continue. Your pledges, 
prayers and help are what keep us going. 
 
 
 
 

       Again we wish you a happy Christmas season 
and ask you keep the parish and our ministries in 
your prayers. 
In Christ, Deacon Ben 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE DEACON’S CORNER 
 

To my Brothers and  
Sisters in Christ, 
 
Well this is my swansong 
for now. I pray that as we 
work for Christ we will 
meet at lots of meetings 
and Churches. I have   
enjoyed my time at St. 
James and will miss you.  
I pray that you had a Blessed and safe Christmas and 
New Year. Maybe some day I will be invited back 
and get to serve in your newly remodeled Church.  
Thank you all for your support and cards. Please 
keep in touch, till we meet again. 
 
God’s Peace and Love,  
Deacon Jane 
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Treasurer’s Corner 
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Frances Harris 

 
          
 
 

 
What does Saint James 
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���	���	
Federal, State, and County 
governments have in   
common? We all have 
budget deficits. Ours, of 
course, is a drop in the 
bucket compared to theirs, 
but nevertheless, it is real 
and it affects us. 

2011 will be the first year since I have been 
Treasurer that we will be unable to give our 
Rector and staff an increase.  Each year the 
salary increases for our staff have not been 
large, but have been a little more than they 
were getting the previous year. All of us look 
forward to a little more in our income.  We 
had a budget deficit in 2010 and will also 
have one in 2011. A proposed budget has 
been submitted to the Vestry for 2011 based 
on 2010 figures, but we will have to cut     
expenses wherever we can just to meet the 
proposed figures. Our pledges are down, but 
many thanks to those who did pledge and to 
those who decided to add a little more this 
year. 
Those of us on Social Security know what it 
means when we hear the news that Social   
Security payments will not increase again 
this year. Our bills tend to increase every 
year, but it appears income is not keeping 
pace. Social Security raises are based on the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI).  It’s the amount 
of money we, as consumers, pay for goods 
and services. These goods and services      

include food, housing, clothes, medical,    ed-
ucation, recreation and other incidental   ex-
penses.  According to government figures the 
increase was only 1.1 percent. Items    pur-
chased for $5.00 in 2009 supposedly cost us 
$5.10 in 2010. So, because the difference of 
$.10 was so small there was no increase in 
payments. I don’t think my $5.00 went so far 
in 2010 as it did in 2009.   
The Rector and staff work very hard to keep 
Saint James Episcopal Church as a very    
caring and spiritual place.  Please remember 
that when you see them. 
 
 Remember your church. It’s never too 
late to pledge. 
 
Wishing you a very happy, healthy and    
prosperous year. 
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   ECW  
Thank you for hosting CWU Human Rights 
Day.  We went to Old World Restaurant for 
our end of year celebrations and had a great 
time.   Our Bake Sale was a success and we 
thank you very much for your support. 
 
 We host the coffee Minute on Jan. 2nd. 
Our Board Meeting will be on Jan. 6, at 
1:00pm 
Church Women will hold their Annual    
Meeting on Jan 14, at Bethel AME Church 
on E. Olympia in Punta Gorda. Registration 
at 9:30am 
Our General Meeting will be on Jan. 20 at 
1pm 
 
 �������	������	��	����	��	������	��
						
Annual Tea and Game Party on February 12, 
2011 
Keep that date in mind. 
 
 Happy New Year. 
God Bless. 
 
 Eulalee Dandy, President 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wouldn’t you love to have this    
beautiful quilt in your home? 

 
The ladies will be hosting their annual       
Valentine’s Party in February so watch for 
details on how you this quilt can be yours. 

 
 
 
 

Church Periodical Club 
 

Dear Friends of St. James, 
  
This is the season for giving thanks, sharing 
love.  I come to you to do all as chairperson 
of our Church Periodical Club, but I am     
doing all three.  For remembering the       
container for “miles of pennies”, for          
contributing for the C.P.C. envelopes.  I will 
be coming to you in the coming year for your 
help.  Do remember that when you do, you 
are helping to distribute the “Good News” to 
places and people that cannot be reached. 
 
Blessing, Peace and Love, 
Your sister In Christ, 
Inez K. Saddler, CPC Chair 
 

Our Church Women 



 

 

 

     
 
 
 
  
 
 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is a 
ministry for the spread of Christ's Kingdom 

among men and youth in the Episcopal 
Anglican Communion. 

 
 WE WISH EVERYONE A HELTHY AND PROPSEROUS 

NEW YEAR 
 GOD BLESS 

 
 

                                   COMING EVENTS 
January 8 - 10.00AM Monthly Meeting 
January 9 - 10:30AM Coffee Minute 
January 30 - 10:30AM Brotherhood Sings 
                       Corporate Communion 
 

  
BIRTHDAYS 

January 5 - JOHNSON, Frederick 
January 11 - RUSSEA, Victor 
January 16 - SISNETT, Peter 
 
 
                                      BIBLE STUDY 
We will continue the study of HEBREWS, Chapter 14 in our 
meeting of January 8, 2011. 
 
 
                                   INFORMATION 
 
 Our proposed 2011 Calendar of Events is available, and can be 
obtained from the Secretary, Bro. Glen.  Please review the     
calendar, should any changes be desired. 
 
                                  OFFICERS FOR 2011 
         DIRECTOR - Bro. Charles L. Meyers 
VICE DIRECTOR:  Bro. Edric Burke 
       SECRETARY:  Bro. Rupert Glen 
      TREASURER:  Bro. Clarence Stephenson 
Installation took place on December 18, 2010, at St James      
Episcopal Church  by th Rev. Cesar Olivero.  Additionally, The 
Chapter admitted four (4) new members. 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 

                 THE DISCIPLINE OF STUDY 
"Have You Heard of the FOUR LAWS OF SPIRITUAL 
GROWTH?" 
                     By Campus Crusade for Christ 
 
 LAW  1 
God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life. 
(John 3:16, 10:10) 
 
 LAW 2 
Man is sinful and separated from God.  Therefore, he 
cannot know and experience God's love and plan for 
his life. (Romans 3:23.6:23) 
 
 LAW 3 
Jesus Christ is God's provision for man's sin.  Through 
Him you can  know and experience God's love and plan 
for your life. (Romans 5:8) (Corinthians 15:3-6) (John 14:6) 
 
 LAW 4 
��	����	������������	
������	�����	
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���	��	�����
 	���	��
��  
then we can know and experience God's love and plan for 
our lives.(John 1:12, 3:1-8) (Ephesians 2:8,9) (Revelation 3:20) 
 
  
  
  Suggestions for Christian Growth 
 

   G - Go to God in prayer daily (John 15:7) 
 

 R - ����	��� �	��
�	�����	!����	"#$""%�  
     begin with the Gospel of John. 

 
 O - Obey God moment by moment (John 

14.21) 
 

  W- Witness for Christ by your life and 
words 

     !&������	'$"(�	����	")$*%  
 

 T - Trust God for every detail of your life 
     (1 Peter 5:7) 

 
 H - Holy Spirit--allow Him to control and 

     empower your daily life and witness 
     !���������	)$"+,"#�	-���	"$*%  

 
  
  
  
  

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
Charles Meyers, Director 

�
�����
����������������������������
�����
����������������������������
�����
����������������������������
�����
��������������������������� ������������������������������������������������� ���



 

 

�
�����
���������������������
�����
���������������������
�����
���������������������
�����
�������������������� ��������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

                       

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Our  PRAYER BLANKETS and items are given for 
celebrations, get well wishes and sometimes       
sympathy with tags attached to each of them. These 
are some of the prayer tags used for our sewn knit or 
crochet blankets…. 
  
 “Like a ball of yarn that turns into a beautiful     
blanket, God has a beautiful plan for your life. The 
Clergy and congregation of St. James Episcopal 
Church in Port Charlotte, Florida send this Prayer 
Blanket on its way to you with our blessings.” 
Or this: 
“This Prayer Blanket passed through many hands 
and prayers before being sent to you. All of us at St. 
James Episcopal Church in Port Charlotte, Florida 
hope when you are covered with this blanket you 
know you are covered in love and prayer.” 
 
  Wouldn’t it be nice to keep this ministry going???? 
 We need  soft BABY YARN and washed, pressed 
cotton fabric. 
 
 THANKS in advance!    Questions? See  BETTY 
CREELMAN 
 
  
   
  
  
  
 THANK YOU…THANK YOU…THANKYOU…  

 
 
 
 
 

 

A Special Christmas  
& New Year Message for YOU 
from the St. James Choir 
 
 It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
to sing praises to thy name, O Most High...  
 
  
 As we enter the new year at St. James  
it is a great time to thank you, as members of 
our congregation, for the support you have 
provided to our efforts in so many ways. 
 
 Your many expressions of appreciation 
of our expanded repertoire which includes 
more emphasis on solos and multi-part pieces 
has been so encouraging to us. 
 
 But, we believe, the best is yet to come as we  
move through the Christmas season and  
enter the music and choral liturgies of 2011. 
 
  

  
 
 
 Barbara Wojtkiewicz, Director 
Dolores Ifill, Organist 
 
 ����������	�
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at the works of thy hands I sing for joy. 
 
 -- Psalm 91 

Ana Anderson-Burke  Pam Baird 
Karen Binding   Arnold Burke 
Betty Creelman   Anora Dyer 
Enid Farquharson  Etta Grant 
Dez Grey   Merona Grey 
Uriel Grey   Albertha Hibbert 
Lyn Johnson   Bev McMahon 
Pansy Merrick   Charlie Meyers 
Millie Muier-Grey  Perl Rose 
Shirley Rowe   Ben Saddler 
Linda Zaleski 

 
Notes from the choir…. 
Barbara Wojtkiewicz, Director  

 Prayer Blanket Ministry 

Betty Creelman, Director 
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ARE YOU A ST. JAMES  MEMBER? 

 
Many of us have been attending St. James for 
a long time and have assumed that we are 
members.  This may not be necessarily true.  
If you came here from another Episcopal 
Church and did not ask for a transfer of your 
records, then it could be possible that you are 
not a member.   
 
Recently, we had someone that wanted to run 
for Vestry and they assumed since they had 
been attending here many years that they 
were automatically a member.  Not the case.  
There membership from up north had never 
been transferred and this is required by the 
canons of the Episcopal Church.   
 
If you came to St. James from another       
denomination, then you must apply for     
membership to the Episcopal Church.  If this 
was never done, please make sure you do 
this. 
 
Please do not assume that you are a member 
if you have not done any of the requirements 
listed above.  This is important to make sure 
this is done.  We have the annual meeting 
coming up and you cannot vote if you are not 
a member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ST. JAMES ANNUAL MEETING 

 
The St. James Annual meeting is scheduled 
for Sunday, January 16 after the 9:30      
combined service.  We will meet in the     
Parish Hall.  Please be ready to discuss any 
concerns that are on your mind and also to 
elect new vestry members.  Their profiles are 
included in this edition of the Beacon. 
 
For those of you who are committee heads, 
please have your reports to the office no later 
than January 7th.  This is a large report and 
takes much time to prepare.  Please send 
them by email if at all possible.  If you do not 
submit a report it will be indicated under 
your committee title (No Report Submitted), 
so please make sure you let us know what 
your committee has been doing throughout 
2010 and also what your plans are for 2011.  
There are many parishioners that do know 
what your organization is all about and the 
reports should inspire them to join.  . 
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 VESTRY PROFILES 
Gina Albury 
I have been attending St. James Episcopal Church since 2003.  I have served in the nursery with my    
husband, James and I currently am helping with the Beacon mailing group.  I would greatly appreciate 
your support in giving me the opportunity to serve on the vestry and to do the work God has called me to 
do in his church.  Many thanks,  
Your sister in Christ 
 

Clarence Stephenson 
I have been a member of St. James Episcopal Church since June 2003.  I served on Vestry for a three year 
term from .//#	��	.//(�	����	���	���
�	��	�����
	��
���,		0	� ���	����	�	�����
	�1	��,�����	
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Brotherhood of St. Andrew and Mission Cleaners. 
  
Anglican Denomination from childhood. 
  
High School Education at an Anglican School, Kingston College, Worshiped at St. Augustine 
Chapel.  After graduation, member St. Michaels & All Angels Church, where I taught Sunday School 
and was President of the, Anglican Young Peolpes' Association (AYPA) Branch. 
  
College Education at College of Arts Science & Technology and University of the West Indies- 
Accounts and Audit major.  Working Career - Finance and Accounting. 
 
Barbara Wojtkiewicz 
  I was baptized in the Children’s Chapel of the National Cathedral in Washington, DC.  I was confirmed 
in the Diocese of Wisconsin when I was 12.  I have sung in church choirs from the time I was 7.  After 
George and I were married, we joined St. John’s Episcopal Church in Mansfield, MA.  I was in the choir 
and directed it for awhile. I was one of the first women in the diocese to become a Eucharistic Minister. I 
was on the Diocesan ECW board as secretary for 6 years.  George and I were both on the vestry (not at 
the same time) and I was Junior and Senior Warden.  After about 15 years we decided to transfer to St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church in Taunton, MA because they had an active Sunday School and Youth Group.  
While we were there, I sang in the choir and was the soloist. I chaired the Evangelism Committee for five 
years.  I was on the vestry for several years.  I chaired two rector search committees and participated in 
two organist searches.  I was also a Eucharistic Minister.  I even gave an occasional homily on occasion. 
 
 I graduated from Connecticut College with a BA in music and went to Boston University for a Masters 
degree in Education.  I worked as a mental health therapist in Massachusetts for over 20 years, where I 
was independently licensed. 
 
 George and I have been married for 45 years and have two children and 4 grandchildren.  We have been 
Florida residents and members of St. James since 2005.  Since becoming a member of St. James, I have 
sung in the choir and directed it for the last year.  I have also assisted with some adult education          
programs. 
 
 I am willing to serve on the vestry because I want to make the best contribution to St. James that I can, 
not just with money, but also with my time and talent.  I think that St. James is a church with an           
important ministry of healing and evangelism to the glory of God and I want to be part of supporting that 
ministry. 
 
 
  
 



 

 

JANUARY 2011 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
      1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      
NEW YEARS DAY 

                   2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
   
8:00am - H.E 
. 
10:30am - H.E. 
 
5:30pm – Praise &     
                Worship    

 2:00 & 7:00pm - 
Cursillo 
 
 

10:00am – Healing 
                  & H.E. 
 
 
3:00pm – Study of 
                  Luke 

1:00 - ECW Board 
 
 

 10:00am – 
Brotherhood 
 
3:30pm – Choir 
                Rehearsal 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
. 
8:00am - H.E 
. 
10:30am - H.E. 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
         

9:30am - ECW 
President's Council 
 
2:00 & 7:00pm - 
Cursillo 
 
7:00pm - F&B 

 
10:00 am – Healing 
                    & H.E. 
11:00am – D.O.K. 
 
3:00pm – Study of 
                  Luke 

 
 
6:30pm -  
           Evangelism 

  
 
3:30pm – Choir 
                Rehearsal 

16 17 18 19                    20 21 22 
 
9:30am - Combined 
  Service 
 
ANNUAL 
MEETING  
 

Office closed 
Martin L. 
King, Jr.  

8:00am - Floridians 
 
2:00 & 7:00pm - 
Cursillo 
 
 
 

10:00am – Healing 
                  & H.E. 
 
3:00pm – Study of 
                  Luke 

6:30pm -  
           Evangelism 

 SPAGHETTI 
DINNER 
DR MISSION 
 
3:30pm – Choir 
                Rehearsal 

23 24 25 26 27 28             29 
 
 

 10:00am - Vestry 
2:00 & 7:00pm - 
Cursillo 
 

10:00am – Healing 
                  & H.E. 
3:00pm – Study of 
                  Luke 

6:30pm -  
           Evangelism 
 
 
 

GARAGE 
SALE 

GARAGE SALE 
3:30pm – Choir 
                Rehearsal 

8:00am - H.E      
. 
10:30am - H.E. 

                         
                   30                  31      

 

PARISH HALL CLOSED FOR GARAGE SALE SET UP 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
    1st   Naomi Lamont 
    4th   Ruby Glen 
            Jean Diegue 
            Emmanuel Baptiste 
    5th   Frederick Johnson 
    6th   Brandon Baptiste 
    8th   Lena Delisser-Matthews 
 10th    Shakira Lawrence 
            Erika Schmidt 
 12th    Richard Zaleski 
 13th    Christine Arnott 
 16th    Pete Sisnett 
 19th    Claudette Joseph 
 20th    Richard Bailey 
 25th    Edmund Matthews 
 27th    Violetta Smith 
 31st    Myrtle Pringle 
            William Dean 

 
 

  JANUARY BAPTISMS 
 
  1st Nancy Baptiste 
 Betty Creelman 
        George Drumm 
 Sheila Jerrom 
 Frederick Johnson 
 Lewis McLaughlin 
 Leland Willey 
 Myrtle Willey 
 Marie Ryan 
  9th   Arlene Chase 
11th Leaford Sewell 
21st Danielle Burdick 
26th Anthony Bannister 
30th The Rev. Michael Wilson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERARIES 
   
 
 5th  Clarence & Lorice Stephenson 
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OUR NEW SANCTUARY  
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SAINT JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
MISSION STATEMENT 

St. James Episcopal/Anglican Church is a Eucharistic,  
multi-cultural body of faith, telling God’s story  

and sharing God’s Love. 
 

The Very Rev. Cesar Olivero, Rector 
Pamela Schmidt, Administrative Assistant 

William A. Setchel, Jr., Bookkeeper 
 
 

ST. JAMES VESTRY MEMBERS and their term expiration dates: 
 

            Senior Warden: Leaford Sewell (2013)       Junior Warden: Benjamin Saddler (2013) 
 Treasurer: Frances Harris (2011)           Clerk: Pamela Schmidt (2011) 
            James Albury (2011)                       Enid Farquharson (2013) 
            Kathleen Hudson (2013)            Elizabeth Krakowski (2012) 
            Charles Meyers (2012)              Ann Scotten (2012) 
 



 

 

 
The Beacon of Saint James Episcopal Church 
 
St. James Episcopal Church 
1365 Viscaya Drive 
Port Charlotte, FL   33952 
Tel. (941) 627-4000 - Fax: (941) 625-4199  
e-mail: stjames9@earthlink.net 
website: www.stjamespcfl.org  
Rector: The Rev. Cesar Olivero 
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